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President’s Report
c<nbﬁ3<ﬂ0x

First the Bad News:

The past year has been a

difficult one for SPEC. Fed- .

eral project grants didn’t
come through and provincial
matching grants have been cut
off due to restraint so that
the organization is oaperating
currently on a shoe-string
budget. Unfortunately a
salary has not been available
for our Executive Director,
Ruth MacDonald for six months
now even though she puts in a
full day‘=s work every day for
SPEC. Ruth will be 1leaving
ner position the middle of May
- we will miss her very much
and thank her for dedication
to SPEC.

But the Good News is:

SPEC volunteers and
directors have been busy
writing funding propasals,

organizing committees on env-

ironmentai issues, organizing

a speaking tour for England’s
Friends of the Earth’s Des
Wilson and kweping SPEC active
in environmental issues, as
you can see from the 1985 Year

mmmmmmmﬁmozmvmn-mmnﬁw<wﬁl
ies in this issue of SPECTRUM.
You’ll also see notices of a
Rummage Sale and a Casing
Night that are being heid to
raise funds for SPEC, as well
as a seminar on flouride pol-
lution. You®ll read articles
on issues that are currently
being investigated by 6PEC,
such as the proposed irradia-
tion of food and dioxin poliu-

tion. Our Annual

Meeting is coming up and

mmwﬂﬂm all invited to attend.
We're even bhaving a Social/

mmmurmmwwmmmmnao:oww:aocw
dedicated volunteers and mem-—
beres without whom SPEC could
not have survived this  past
year. A heartful thapk ygu
for your contipuing support.

You Are Inv

SPEC’ S
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AND SOCIAL

Saturday May 31, 1986
at Vancouver
Energy Information Centre
2130 Maple St., Vancaouver

Agenda
9:30 Registration
10200 President’s Welcome
10:10 Financial Regort
10:30 Report on SPEC Activi-
ties in 19895
11200 Constitutional Changes
11:15 Coffee Break
11230 "Poisons in the Park".
A discussion on the use
of pesticides in parks,
playgrounds, romuwﬁmmﬁ.
etc. and the ramifica-
tions of the "Right to
Know®” bylaw that is
being considered by
Vancouver City Council.
That will see sighs
posted warning citizens
of pesticide use.
Speaker: Marilyn Kansky
Executive Dir.
West Coast
Env. Law Ass.
12:30 Lunch(courtesy of SPEC)
1:30 Elections of Directors
2:00 Issues-Discussion-
Resolutions
3:00 Coffee Break
3:15 Issues (continued)
4:30 Adjourn
S:00 Pot Luck Dinner/Social
Honoring SPEC’s dedic-
ated Volunteers “Bring
a Dish,and Share in a
Feast"”

WORKSHOP:
FLOURIDE POLLUTION
by Len Greenhall

Monday May 26, 1986
8:00pm

at SPEC House
2130 Maple Street
Vancouver, B.C.
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IRRADIATED FOODS

Irradiation - have you heard
of it? Did vyou know that
right now Health and Welfare
Canada is debating not wether
to use the process on our
foodstuffs, but whether or not
they need to label these food-
stuffs as having been irrad-
iated! Did you also know that
one of the largest irradiation
plants in the world sits in
Richmond, B.C. awaiting this
decision?

Yes, indeed, vyou might well
have a few &:mmﬁwO:m.

It is not a new process: The
United States inastituted a
post war lenoim for Peace"
pProgram in 1933, and exper-—
imented on the boys in uni-
form. Its acceptance among
international atomic energy
agencies and even the World
Health Organization, has led
us to the point where gaama
irradiation is currently ap-
proved in Canada for use on
potatoes, onions, flour,
spices, and dehydrated season-
ings. Pending the changes of
the Food and Drugs Act, irra-
diation will be approved for
the preservation of fresh
poultry and fish. It can be
used to preserve food in any

foram: loose, fresh, frozen,
or packaged. As 1{rradiation
does not raise the food’s

temperature it is called a
"cold process®.

logical effects it produces,

process are the chemical ef-

1t
to understand, ho

Gamma treatmeent works as _fol-

lowing: ZElectrons fros atgas
or wmolecules ip the food are
displaced, creating ions. The
ionized, activiated atoes and

dary products called free rad-
icals. At low radiation doses,

free radicals inhibit cell

—— — — v e g

division and thus stop growth

(as in the case of radiation

treatment of cancer)j at high-
er doses, cells are killed
gutright. So, for example, a
low dose (100 kilorads) will
stop the cell division respon-—
sible for the sprouting of

while higher doses (up to
10,000 kilorads) will kill the
bacteria tha®™ causes meat,
fish, and poultry to spoil,
and will sterilize or kill
insects that infest flours and

stable compounds called radio-
lytic products. 1In an overall
sense, the desired results of
food irradiation are the bio-

fects, some of which are of

nutritional and toxicological

t is critical

ever., that
a

irradiated f ood

W
cannoct and

does not become radiocactive."”

Now we know that the food will
not actually glow in the dark.
But what are these cheaical
byproducts? What about the
nutritional value of the food?
What are the
implications?

toxicilogical

Gamma treatment of food can
produce unique radiolytic pro-
ducts (URP’s) which are “found
0:~< in irradiated foods§ very
little is known about the
chemical identity of URP’s,
their levels in treated foods,

- - -a.



u.s. Federal Department of
Agriculture studies show that
i€ food irradiated at 100
kilorads coaprissises ;ore
than 0.1% of the diet, there
are SO0 many unique byproducts
in the food that further test-
ing should be done. (Science
‘February 17, 1984) There is
evidence suggesting that irra-

diation of food may cause
chronic reproductive and
mutagenic effects: long tera,
subtle effects from gamma

treated food, such as coarino-
genesis and autagenises,
simply are not known.

Food nourishment is depleted.
Strong evidence exists to show
that vitamins A,C, and E and
the B complex are destroyed by
irradiation. As well, alter-
ations in amino acids and
proteins take place. Fats,
fatty acids, lipids, carbohy-
drates, nucleaic acids, enzy-

mes have all, urider experi-
mentation, shown varvying
degrees of sensitivity to

gamea irradiation.

There are bacterial probleas
as well, though irradiation
sets out to'solve many of the
problems with bacterial con-
tamination of food, it aay

actually cause "microbiolical
havoc®™. In essence, bacteria
can be or becoae radiation
resistant, and it becoaes

possible that radiation can
breed a whole new microflora.

Atoaic Energy of Canada Ltd.
recently released a whole
volume of reassuring infor-
mation in their regular pub-

lication, 6Ascent.

is careful to note,
critics don’t like it" point-
ing directly to Linda Pia’s
work for Pollution Probe. The
publishers agree that the
peblic need to be . educated,
»§é irradiated foods are to be
accepted by comsumers when
they arrive on the superasarkat
shelves.” Does aducation here
represent enlighteent or pac-

2 i mmdd mm”

The report
“why the

NAaovor cmomn b cwvwwases oo PP

that “"there are 135 commearcial
irradiators now operating
safely in 42 countries around
the world ." Soasehow I think
of the 1l1line ay grade two
teacher gave ae: *If Johnny
told you to jump in the lake,-
would you?*® s

Cobalt-60 is a 'byproduct of
the nuclear industrys and 95%
of the cobalt-60 used in these
irradiation plants is produced
in Canada. Is this really an
issue of food preservation, or
low level ::naﬂmﬂ waste dis-
posal? Suddenly a bag of
groceries takes an omainous
praportions.

1€ you want to express your
feelings on irradiation,
please write or call:

-your local political

sentative

—-The Honourable Jake Epp

Minister of Health and
Welfare and :

The Honourable Michael Cote

Minister of Consumer and
Cqorporate Affairs

House of Commons

Ottawa, K1A OA6

repre-

If you would like more infor-
mation on the issue and  pro-
cess of irradiation, please
call or write:

-SPEC -
~The Health Action Network
Society
5338 Ewart Street
Burnaby B.C. 435-03512
~The Pollution Probe
Foundation
12 Madison Ave
‘'Toronto, Ontario
(4186) 926-9876
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Ruth MacDhonald

gy This symbol could be
¥/ the only labelling
we will see on ir-
radiated foods'

SITE C UPDATE

puilding the 3.2 billion
Site C hydroelectric project
18 a
would aeean a loss of control
over the Bbritish Columbia’s
largest ‘Crown. corporation with
no assured wmarket for the
energy produced. And we would
lose the opportunity to devel-
op flexible, low—-cost and ef-
ficient energy alternatives.
I1f B.C. wants to export hydro-
electricity there are many
cheaper alternatives to build-
ing a 900 megawatt dam on the
Peace River near fort Saint
John.

Exporting energy on a long-
term firem basis creates jobs
in the U.S5., not in B.C. A
recent U.S. study suggests
that long-term Canadian ex-
ports should be encouraged to
assist states 1n retooling
thexrr ecaonomres and help thea
become more compet:it:ve.

While the U.S. economy bene-
fits, residents of B.C. will
be draining their pocketbooks
to pay one million dollars for
every job created at Site C -
these j;obs will be temporary,
not permanent. At the end ot
construction, this extravagant
project will provide only 25
permanent jobs.

British Columbia has a
history ' of making bad power
deals with the U.S. In 1961
B.C. sold 30 years worth of
power +from the Columbia River
to the U.S. for the luep sum
payaent of $273 million. Al -
though the money was touted as
a great bonanza at the time,
the province ended up on the
short end of the deal. The
money did not even cover the
cost of building the three
dams required under the Colua-
bia River Treaty. The Pacific
Northwest states, however,
received approximately $3500

- - CHNS T,

bad deal for B.C. it

investmaent and, one a@stimate
.suggests, $300 million annual-
ly in new production and-  for-
eign exchange because of the
cheap power {from B.C.

In light of
‘expensive mistakes, we should
take a careful look at the
costs and benefits before pro-
ceeding with Site C.

these past

Economist Marvin Schaffer,
in .a recent report, shows that
del aying a large irreversible
capital investment like Site C
could save British Columbians
in excess of €100 to $200
million dollars.

In addition to losing jobs
and resources, British Colum-
bia could also lose control of
B.C. Hydro, its largest Crown
Corporation. B.C. Hydro
Chairman, Chester Johnson, has
been trying to negotiate a
deal with Bonneville ~Pbwer
Authority(BPA), the largest
u.s. utility, to build Site C
now and integrate B.C. elec-
tricity

with the entire Uu.s.




Pacific power grid. If that
happens, the provincial gov-
ernment will lose 1ts ability

to direct future energy devel-
opment. -B.C. Hydro would only
be one of many utilities
making these decisions. What
this means, in the long tera,
is that B.C. would necessarily
become an exporter and suffer
the consequences of resource
exploitation and environmental
damage to support energy con-
susption in the U.S.

If B.C. needs more energy,
whether for domestic use or
export, there are aany low
cast, flexible alternatives to
Site C.

Firstly, B.C. Hydro has

taken a serious look at
conservation as a source of
energy supply. The Northwest
Power Planning Council, a U.S.
Federal Agency, found the
equivalent output of ten Site
Cc dams could be am:wﬂiﬁ‘n at
an average 2.3 cents per kili-

never

watt hour{KWh). The lowest
caost estimate for Site C
power, ignoring environmental

costs, is about 4 cents KWh.
Even BPA recognizes the advan-
tages of conservation energy.

First, according to BPA, it
is typically less costly than
generation alternative avail-
atle in the Pacific Northwest,
aad probably in British Colum-—
bia as well. Second, it is a
resource that can aﬂmncmw~< be
:isnmmnlmzn and is, therefore,
more flexible. An additional
benus to a province with high
usemaployesent, like B.C., is
tkat conservation will create
six times as many jobs for
each dollar invested as 1in
hegh projects like Site C.

Another alternative for
gemerating electricity and
creating jobs is the use of

waste wood products froa the
ferest industry. A recent
estimate suggests the current
pstential imn B.C. is about
agqual to that of the proposed

Site C dam at a cost of 2.9
cents/Kih. However, Hydro
actively discourages cogenera-
tion by refusing to buy the
power at all when the utility
has a surplus, and by offering
the lowest industrial u1»%0
when it is willing to buy.
|

Another alternative would
be to hook up with a therasal
system rather than
hydroelectric power grid. B.C.
Hydro’s forecast is driven by
the most pessimistic pre-—
diction of water levels in our

reservoirs. These low water
condi tions .should occur, stat-
istically, about three times
per century. If B.C. Hydro

could hook up with a theraal,
rather than hydroelectric
systenm, those low water vyears
could be covered by buying
thermally generated power.

Alberta has a primarily
thermal power systea. Linking
up with the Alberta system
through transeission lines,
the Alberta intertie, will
free B.C. Hydro froms building

all that excess capacity with
may be needed only three times
per century, if at all. The
B.C. Hydro — Alberta intertie
is scheduled for coampletion in
January 1986. This connection
can provide B.C. with 800 MW,
almost the capacity of Site C
at a fraction of the cost. °~ -

There are numerous other
sources of energy less costly
than Site C. Instead of
building Site C, B.C. should
consider legistation like the
Public Utilities Regulatory
Act (PURA) . Passed by U.S.
President © Jimmy Carter in
1978, this act made it manda-
tory for all U.S5. utilities- to
buy lower cost independently
produced power. Almost over-

night, thousands of privately
owned hydro, wind and indus-
trial steam generators hooked

In five years,
added the

up .to grids.
independents had

equivalent of about eight Site.

another,

" C projects,

Ty S B7 VR s e s
'

and thousands of
megawatts were coming on line
each month.

There are 54 sites in B.C.

where small bhydro daas can
generate power at less cost
than Site C and eight sites
where small hydro is urgently
needed to replace high cost
diesel_ plants. Developing
these sites would proaote in-

dependence and innovation, and
create an estimated 2,500
construction joaobs.

ﬁmﬁm~< one million dollars

of taxpayers’ money can create
more than one job. Many large
U.S5. utilities now accept that
the "bigger—-is-better and
build everything-in-sight
thinking is the downfall of
many utilities in the country*

To maximize job creation
and provide affordable secure
electrical power, B.C. shoud
be encouraging the development
of small-scale, easily built,
flexible and efficient power
resources. As even the vice-
president of Southern Califor-
nia Edison (one of the largest
electrical utilitgg in the

U.S5.) recently observed, *The
age of the dinosaur is just
about over.*"

It’s time to learn from
our past mistakes. Somebody

should tell B.C.
it is too late.

Hydro before

Dr. Adrienne Peacock co-
ordinated the participation of
& major intervenor at the Site
C Hearings in 1981-82. She is
currently a biology instructor
at Douglas College.

the chance to clean out
SPEC at

Now’s
vyour house and help
the same tiame.
Location: Park Royal Mall
West Vancouver
.qrmn ay May 13

ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING NEEDED
BUT NOT CLOTHES
Please contact Ann Ferries
at 921-7950
or SPEC 736-7732
for drop off or pick

by

SAVE YOUR PENNIES!
CIRCLE YOUR CALENDAR!
TAKE A CHANCE ON SPEC!

SPEC CASINO NIGHT
July 3,4,35
at
Polish Coamunity Centre
40135 Fraser St. Vancouver

Being held with Coast Promo-
tions to raise funds for SPEC
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FOR 1985

PEC has
i the last year 8

Nuﬁluo through many stages of
wor k and developaent. It was

ear of the disapearing
M”“aﬂﬂll:n grant. Not only
GPEC but but msany of the non-
profit social and change
organizations have suffered
‘$rom the same disapearing act.
‘It seeas the governaent is
ready to support fledgling
businessaes over non—-profit
social service organizations.
Therefore, it has been a year
of dramatic change and adjust-

sent.

s Mways run largely on
mnwm:wnﬁﬂ initiatives the loss
of varisus working grants
really only points to a renew-
ed vigor fros our volunteer
core of staff and advisors.
Aas in house staff and board
meabers strategize new ways to
bring in funding, our volun-
teer core has bean working
alongside to make sure that
SPEC continues to provide the
public a reliable resource
centre for inforamation and
action for the environaent.

And S0.--0n with report °83.

Recycling

puring 1983, SPEC continued to

run the sulti-material rcecyc:-
ing drep off depot, and curb-
side egick up service, This

gide

pick up service was one of the
first ef its kind in the Lower
Mainlasd, and was designed to
service regular househqlders

as well as seniors and those
with oo transportation. The
SPEC 4depot has been running

since 1982, the culaination of
many years of advocacy work in
the nase of recycling. Our
recycling services have helped
to inftiate a wider variety of
recycléag depots and pick up
routes across the Lower Main-
land: the power of suggestion

and exasple.

Followiag the «rap up of a
Canada Works Grant that aade
operatiang the pick up service

possible, the GEPEC executive
decided that it was tise
GPEC te leave the business
recyclisg to the coapeting
msarket forces. Hith funding
as diéficult to attain as (¢t
is, the board felt strongly
that #t s appropriate for
SBPEC @& act fin the ¢field of
educatien, lobbying and infor-
sation services in relatfion to
the cestinuing need for ex-
panding recycling. Therefore

for
of

Becycling Hotlione .

6PEC coninued to msan the regy-
gling bhotlipe, a full tise
directory service that our

staff mans under contract to
the G6VRD. The hotline pro-
vides the residents of the

Lower Mainland a current list-
ing of all recycling agents
and services in the area, and

which recycler is aost suited
to the callers’ need and loca-
tion.

Solid Waste
SPEC was an active particjipant

in the Lower Mainland cefuse
projects and vyet, with the
completion 5¢ the Keith Heary
report and its proposal for
nine incinerators and a land-
fill din Langley, the real

project of waste sanageaent in

the Lower HMainland is by no
means finished. The Langley
landfill turned down, and one

incinerator on its way to coa-
pletion in Burnaby a wsanage-
ment plan that encoapasses the
whole of the Lower Mainland is

still being bhamsaered out.
SPEC, and in particular,
Evelyn Feller, has constantly
been pushing for greater
public involveasent in the on-
going process of decision
making. Currently...and slow-
ly...negotions with the GVRD
continue.
A N

Sewage

Twice in 1985 (February and

June) the GVRD okayed propos-—
als for the dumpjing of raw
sewage iote Enalish Bay and

the Ecaser Biver. The first
instance was to allow workaen

into the sewers to check...for

general buildup. The second
was to make way for the
Annacis Island bridge. Iin

both casas foresight and plan-—
ning could have alleviated the

need to dump raw sewage into
our precious waters. SPEC
protested both cases, and
bheloed to eoraanize lLocal

protest, and to publjcjige the

of alternative foras of treat-
ment - i.e. bilogfically with
the use of plants.

Eesticides and Hazardous Waste
SPEC was instruaental in gain-
ing a ciaht to kopw bylaw ip
the (City of VYancouver and in
pressuring the Vancouver Parks

Board into adoating_an_ {nta-
grated pest eapaggagnt systea
for the city. Working close-
ly with West Coast Eanviron-
aental Law, G6PEC researchers
Thelea McAdaa and Gray Jones

helped force real and positive
anti-pesticide refora. Thelsa
kept City Health and Parks
Board officials, as well as
the media, busy - uncpvering
the pesticide eeisoning at

Hillccest Pack {(n VYaagcpuver
angd the cucuamber eesticide
peiscaning in the Lower Main-
land. Further afield, 6ray
was instrumental in bhalting
the wideppread use pf Roundup
in Whistler, the Kootenays,

Sguamish, Eeaberton and
Kyoguot. As well, SPEC was

able to help call a halt to a
ecoposed exoecisental spraying
of Garlon over the area of
Jerrace/Kitsumkalea. By help-
ing to set up a base for coa-
aunity protest GPEC was a part

of a powerful peoples preci-
dent: to stop a joint. Feder-
al and Provincia’ Forestry
experiment over tne bhunting,
fishing, bhousing and recrea-
tional land of natives and
non-ni- v alike.

SPEC became ope of the found-
ing wmesbers of BCCAP <= B.C:
Coalitiopn for Alterpatives to
Pesticides. This coalition of
organizations froa across B.C.
works towards the education
and prosotion of wise pest
sanageaent techniques on all
levelss household, govern-
aent services and industrial.

7
as of March 1964, the “SPEC | possible rasifications and
recycling depot and services Jalternatives to duaping. GPEC
will be closing their doors. Jhosted a public esetipg in-
de would like to thank our Jcluding G6VRD cheaists, engi- |
asabers, the city of Vancouv- |neers, local residents, and
er, and supporters in and jbiologists to discuss the
around Vancouver who kept the Jissue of raw sewage duaping
GPEC depot a vital recycling jjand sewage treataent in Van-
centre. jcouver and the lower Mainland.

SPEC . continues to push for
_ I secondary, and tertiary treat-
ment, and for the developaent

————

the Lille D’Easum Memorial Library Fund

Until her death in August 1979,
teacher, mother, writer,

In the
Korea. After joining the Voice of Women,
enviromental issues and northern devel opment
& charter member of Greenpeace.

issues.

1950’s Lille helped refugees from Guatemala,
she became interested

As one of the founders of the

Lille D’Easum played many roles:
environmentalist and humanitarian.

Spain and
in
A8 well she was

B.C.

chapter of the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility she was a

prominent opponent in Canada’s CANDU nuclear reactor.

Lille D’Easum’s life spanned 81 years; much of
work for causes and people. In her fight for nuclear
can do well to remember her words: "The governments

Mnom it, the multinationals are not going to stop it.
a.

Shortly before her death,
to the SPEC library,
Memorial Library.

Lille gave mary of her
which is now appropriately named

Consider a contribution to our library.
be acknowledged as charitable deductions.
cheque or money order that
Memorial Library Fund;
rary vital and growing.

All contributions
Remember to state on your
Your contribution is for The Lille D’ Easum
and help us to keep the SPEC environmental lib-

that filled with
disarmament. We
are not going to
The people have

books and papers
the Lile D’Easum

will

SFEC
1. Farmland in British Columbia - $1.00
2. Fest or Guest, Aiternatives to Festicides in the Home and
Garden - $5.00
3. SPEC Homeowner®s Guide to Energy Conservation — $1.00
4. Gardening - $0.30
OTHER
1. Vision Quest - $1.00
2. "Frotect the Stein River Watershed" T-Shirt - $9.00
3. ‘"Meares Island Tribal Park" button - $1.00
4. "Frotect the Stein Watershed" button - $1.00
S. "Protect Lyell lsland Haida Country" button -~ $1.00
6. "Protect the Stein" bumper sticker - $2.00
7. "Stop Destroying Nature Its about the Stein" bumper sticker
- $2.00
8. "Exploring the Stein River Valley" hiking guide to the Stein
River Valley - $5.00
9. "Voices for the Wilderness" poster - $4.00
10. "Nitinat Triangle" poster ~ $4.00
l1. "The Last of the Giants" poster - $4.00
12. "Meares Island, Frotecting a Natural Paradise" - $12.00
13. Joe David Prints - Meares Island - 2nd and 3rd editions
- $20,.00
14. Joe David Prints - Stein River - $18.00
##Note: Are available at SPEC - 2150 Maple Street (corner of

street and Maple). For direct mailing,
the "Exploring the Stein River Valley",

ately we cannot send the posters in the mail.

sixth

add $1.00 to price, except for
add $2.00 to price.

Unfortun-



FOR 1985

During the last year GPEC has
aoved through sany stages of
work and developaent. It was
the year of the disapearing
governaent grant. Not only
EPEC but but many of the non-
profit social and change
organizations have suffered
‘from the same disapearing act.
‘ft seeas the governaent is
ready to support fledgling
businesses over non-profit
social service organizations.
Therefore, it has been a year
of dramatic change and adjust-

msent.

SPEC has Slways run largely on
volunteer initiatives the loss
ot varicus working grants
really only points to a renew-~
ed vigor from our volunteer
core of staff and advisors.
As in house stafé and board
meabers strategize new ways to
bring in funding, our volun-
teer core has been working
alongside to aake sure that
SPEC continues to provide the
public a reliable resource
centre for informsation and
action for the environment.

and s0.--0n with report ”83.

Recycling

During 1983, SPEC continued to

run the sultj-material recyc-
ing drep off depot, and curb-
gide eick up service, This

pick ug service was one of the
first ef its kind in the Lower
Mainland, and was designed to
service regular househqlders
as well as seniors and those
with oo transportation. The
SPEC depot has been running
since 1982, the culaination of
many years of advecacy work in
the nase of recycling. Our
recycling services have helped
to initiate a wider variety of
recycling depots and pick wup
routes across the Lower Main-
land: the power of suggestion
and exasple.

Following the wrap up
Canada Works Grant that aade
operatiag the pick up service
possible, the 6PEC executive

of a

decided that it was tiae for
6PEC tm leave the business of
recyclisg to the coampeting
market forces. With funding
as difficult to attain as it
is, tee board felt strongly
that #t is eppropriate for
SPEC @& act in the field of

educatien, lobbying and infor-
mation services in relatfion to
the cestinuing need for ex-
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Becycling Heotline .

SPEC coninued to man the regy-
cling botlipe., a full tiame
directory cervice that our
staff weans under contract to
the G6VRD. The hotline pro-
vides the residents of the

Lower Mainland a current list-
ing of all recycling agents
and services in the area, and

which recycler is most suited
to the callers’ need and loca-
tion.

Golid Waste

SPEC was an active participant
in the Lower Mainland refuse
projects and vyet, with the
completion of the Keith Heary
report and its proposal for
nine incinerators and a land-
€£ill in Langley, the real

project of waste aanageaent in

the Lower Mainland is by no
seans finished. The Langley
landfill turned down, and one

incinerator on its way to coa-
pletion in Burnaby a aanage-
aent plan that encoapasses the
whole of the Lower Mainland is

still being hamsaered out.
SPEC, and in particular,
Evelyn Feller, has constantly
been pushing for greater
public involveaent in the on-
going process of decision
aaking. Currently...and slow-
ly...negotions with the GVRD
continue.

Sewage

Twice in 1985 (February and
lJune) the GVRD okayed propos-

als for the dumping of caw
sewage {ipte Englisbh Bay apnd

the Ecaser River. The first
instance was to allow workaen

into the sewers to check...for
general buildup. The second
“as to =ake way for the
Annacis Island bridge. In
both cases foresight and plan-
ning could have alleviated the

need to duap raw sewage into
our precious waters. SPEC
protested both cases, and
beloed to praanize local

aent i.e.
the use of plants.

kept City Health
Board officials,
the aedia, busy

the pesticide

ang the gucuesber
peisoning in the
land. Further afiel
was instrusental in
the widespread use of
in Whistler., the Ko
Sguamish,
Kyoguot. As well,
able to help call a ha
proposed expecisental
of Garlop over the
Yerrace/Kitsumskalea.
ing to set up a base

aunity protest SPEC wa
of a powerful peoples
dent: to stop a join
al and Provincia’
experiasent over tne
fishing, bhousing and
tional land of nati
non-n- vs alike.

SPEC became gpe of the
ing eesbers of BCCAP
Coalitiop for Altecrnat
Eesticides.” This coal
organizations froa acr
works towards the e
and promotion of wi
sanageaent techniqgues
levelss household,
aent services and indu

of alternative foras of treat-~
bilogically with

Pesticides and Hazardous Waste

SPEC was instruaental in gain-
ing a right to koow bylaw ijp
the City of Vancouver and in

pressuring the Vancouver Parks

Board into adonting an._, inta=
gcated pest sanaggsept systea
for the city. ¥orking close-
1y with West Coast Environ-
aental Law, SPEC researchers
Thelaa McAdaa and Gray Jones
helped force real and positive
anti-pesticide refora. Thelaa

and Parks

= uncovering
eoisoning
Hillccest Pack 4ip Vancouver

pesticide
Lower

Eeaberton

well as

at

Main-
d, 6Gray
halting
Boundup
otenays,
apd
SPEC was
1t to a
spraying
area of
By help-
for coa-
s a part

preci-
€t Feder-
Forestry
hunting,
recrea-
ves and

found=-

= B.C:
ives ¢to
ition of
oss B.C.
ducation
se pest
on all
govern-
strial.

y City Faraer,
ided .by volunteers -

elp to reap the harvest.

SPEC is also an actjive agaber

of the Hazardous Waste Manage-

sent coalition (HWNC). The

Afas of the HWMC are to con-||
verse with governaent -:a—
industry to insure that B.C.

is actively persuing a wise

and longtera hazardous waste

manageasent plan. In the past

year the coalition has aet

with the Provincial Waste

Hanageasent Branch and thej
deputy Minister of Environaent)
to hear out their plans, andj:
lobby for a coaplete public

involveaent in the decision

making process. There is]
still auch work to be done:

hazardous wastes are building

up and going nowhere in par-

icular.

Forestry C

SPEC provided a base for co:-

ordipation of Meaces Island.

South Horesby Island and the

Steip River VYalley campajgns

froa the Lower Hajipland.
of these precious

three
logical systeas have
support froma a wide
of soctial and

groups.

unteer base,

and coamunications centre for
Vancouver, the Lower Hainland
and various .groups froa the

Islands. SPEC,
Wil Paulik,
of foraing a
tion to inventory and
old growth in B.C.
e took oact 1o
Eorestry Heacigog,

Douglas College, New

and is largely

political
SPEC provided a vol-
a meeting place

in particular,
is in the process
society/founda-

the
held

who also

All
eco-
garnered
spectrua

protect
As well,
Npe
at
Hestain-

are up year round.

1985 was the third year that
SEPEC provided a free hoae
eqergy audit eroagcas for the
residents of Yancouver.- With
assistance froa a grant froa
Canada Works, SPEC eaployed
six people to offer free hoae
inspections to any householder
in the ridings of Vancouver

South and Centre. Gadly, the
grant was not renewed, though
the Vancouver householder pro-

ved aost interested in such a
service.

A N
SPEC continues to provide a

Enviropaental Liason Cenice;
& ageting space fpr envirep-

septalists. peace and deyvelop:-
ment Qgroups. SPEC rents out

the a=eeting bhall, keeps a

uniyue Epviconmeptsl Library;
open files on events, issuls
and information in any envir-
onaental +¢ield, as well as
coapiling current directories
for environaental organiza-
tions around the province, and
across the country. SPEC’s
executive director continues
to sit on both the regigpnal
ag
wel]l as the national steering
uuuuuuuu for environmenta)
non-governmental organfizations
and thus provides a conduit
for both local and national
events and inforasation.

SPEC is constantly sending out

||||||| on request - this
past year the public proved
aost concerned with indoor air
pollution, pesticides/herbi-
cides, household hazardous
wastes and the econoaic and
environaental impacts of the
proposed Site C daa. SPEC is
also recipient to regul ar
calls from citizens ceporting
gavironaental eollution. ore-
eogsed espraying, duepipg eand
other environmeotally degrcad-

ing activities. Hith a staff
coaposed largely of volun-~-

teers, SPEC provides a refer-

ence service, and if possible,
on site inforaation and
assistance in guiding the

individual/group/coasunity to-

wards the aost effective
action: Whether it be through
aedia, governaent, industry,

racsaacrbh A dnldncaandkian

| 7 8
as of March 1986, the SPEC | 161 164 1 t > e
» - poss [} ras cations and In conjunction with Cc
recycling depot and services [alternatives to duaping. SPEC Faraer ! 8SPEC continues tov] he Ceotce t mnmw:»:tllnﬂnﬂun.a By ohe ore _
Liiycting  des thes 0 ’ tofl BPEC coninues to cya and aan a Q tute to take
ng efir cors. fhosted & oublic eseting in- support the growth of the = art {in a tp -
He would 1like to thank our flcluding GVRD cheaists engi Tue Yaogouvec mm.mnn n nmv 2 q:nnnrmrbﬂ Casaion
[ ] - -
seabars, the city of Vancouv- {neers, 1local residents, and ancouver Osecastration Egod M”Winccmﬂwhmmul“oaa"<0ﬂuaﬂ1nm Mm:mnwnm on ¢ Mﬂ.: M““Mﬂﬂannﬂ
er, and supporters in and |biologists to discuss the acdga and 6Greenhouse. Out day. We are ready to accoa- jwater ‘sewage treataent and
around Vancouver who kept the |issue of raw sewage duaping ack of the Energy Inforaation odate schools hoaeowners and n1»:r~: water contaai m» n
PEC depot a vital d b entre are raised beds in a * 9 nation-
8 P recycling ﬁl: sewage treataent fn Van builders as well as any in-
centre. jcouver and the lower Mainland. esticide ¢ree environaent, ntﬂtlnia- group or individual.
SPEC  continues to push for ruit, vegetables, herbs and Displays on the energy
AN secondary, and tertiary treat- o g™t are nurtured all | o icient and retrofitted home —
ﬁ ment, and for the developaent ear round. Work is directed

SPEC bhosted ap environmeptal

bearing ipitisted by Charles
Caccia, Federal Libera) Envic-
gueental critic, - that was
attended by local environ~
aantal organizations, the B.C.
Medical Association Environ-
aental! Coamsaittee, and con-

cerned citizens. Our reports
and coaaents were forwarded by

Mr. Caccia to Ottawa, where
they were distributed to fed-
eralp politicians.

Liee

SPEC joined the Canadian Coal:-
ition for Acid®Rain, pushing
for a S0X reduction on eais-

sions of sulphur dioxide and
oxides of nitrogen by the end
of this century - with part-

icular attention being paid to
non-ferrous aetal saelters.
The coalition also concen-
trates a substantial effort in
the United STates in order to
lobby congress and educate the
public as to the devastation
that Aaerican ° acid rain
sources &re causing in Canada.

currently, there is a bill
before the U.S. House of Re-
presentatives to reduce eais-

sions froa coal~-fired plants,
saelters and boilers by one
half¥ and cut nitrogen oxide

cars and trucks
by one quarter -~ to be paid on
a surcharge on electric bills.
This is a great step forward,
and makes Canada’s coaaitaent

eaissions froa

to the same by the end of the
20th century far aore aean-
ingful.

SPEC goptinues to publish the

SPECIRUN - a coapendiua of
local and provincial environ-
aesntal concerns as well as
particular SPEC business and
informsation.




SPEC KIMBERLEY
Report for 1983 and
. Projections for 1986

Note from SPEC Cantral:

During the sumaer we were
pleased to here froma Kent
Goodwin that there were plans
afoot to reinstate the 6PEC
branch in Kimberley. Follow~-
ing are excerpts from two
letters froa Kent:

Suamer Report: .

1. The city of Kimberley
is facing in the next ten to
twenty years the demise ‘of its
major industry, the Coainco
lead/zinc aine. As a result,
the city’s Econoamic Develop-
sent Comamission held a series
¢f oublic aeeetings in HMNarch
dasking for ideas about the
town’s future. Jim Patterson,
about the only resaining
active aemaber of SPEC in town
at the time, drafted a brief
and presented it.

2. In the 70°s, when
SPEC first formed in Kiaber-
ley, the local chapter talked
City Council and Cominco into

setting aside 3200 Acres of
forested land within the city
limits as a nature preserve.
We have just this spring
secured a governaent eaploy-

ment grant to hire 10 students
for the suaser and clean up
the trails, post signs, deve-—
lop a eap, etc.

LI}

3. This spring we learn-
ed that Crestbrook Forest In-
dustries was developing a plan
to log our aain aunicipal
watershed, Mark Creek. We
prepared and presented a brief
to City Council explaining our
opposition to such logging and
asking Council to take action
against the plan. They
responded by writing a letter
to the Ministry. In our brief
we aentioned improper logging
practices in HMathew Creek a
watershed that the city tapped

{nto a couple of years ago.
As a result the city sent its
enginesers up to investigate
with seee Forestry and Crest-
brook etficials.

Our group feels that
I nuclear war is definitely a
threat to "the maintenance of
a healthy, liveable environ-
aent $or all life.” Because
of this and the fact that Kia-
berley does not have an -indep-
endent disarmament group, we
have decided to amake nuclear
disaresesent one of our foc-

4.

uses. In conjunction with a
small gewup of students froam
Lt Tmeral middla school we

{ BRANCH REPORTS

decorated a truck and entere
it in a local parade in June.
We won first prize in the
“club® category.

S. The creek that flows
through our town has been
devoid of life for .33 years
because of pollution froa the
aining operation and city.
That pollution has largely
been cleaned up in part
because of efforts by the SPEC
group {in the 70°s. We bhave
made initial f{(nquiries with
governaant agencies and
Coainco about getting trout
back into the creek. He feel
this (though it may not bde
possible) would be a very
positive project for this
 town, the coaspany, and our
group.

S0, now you’re up to date.
Here are a few things we have

in mind for the future:

i. Officially constitute
the local chapter of SPEC and
get enough active measbers to
keep it going for the long
tera.

2.
logging

Continue to sonitor
in Mathew Creek and
oppose future logging in Mark
Creek. Possibly push for a
referndua.

3. Hake Kimberley a nuc-
lear weapons free zone start
Pentwinning, sister cities,

student exchanges, etc. etc.

4. GStart a natural history
project and resource center in
conjunction with the nature
preserve.

S. Investigate and monitor
sources of pollution in the
area including aine, pulp
aills, municipal dumsps etc.

&. HMonitor and atteap to
reduce cheaical control pro-
graas in the area.

7. Investigate recycling
prospects in the area.

8. Foraul ate and Subait
an education proposal to the
local school board in responce
to their new educational init-

Concerns ranged froam woodstove
pollution to toxic wastes in
aunicipal dumsps. Our area is
now the first in B.C. to be
aoni tored for wood sacke
levels and hopefully. with a
little prodding we’ll have
some standards for woodstove
manufacture soaeday soon. At

that aeeting the Waste MNanage-

ment people agreed to set up
tours of the two msajor pollut-

ers in this area. ~ In HNarch,
eight of our aeambers received
the Crestbrook Pulp =111l and
had a tour of their state of
the art pollution control
systea. During high water
periods in the Kooteney river

effluent directly

they duap .
ow

t

into the river, during

water they duap it on the
ground a little ways away and
let it seep in. The govarn-
aent standards for their air

discharge are five timses lower
than for aills near vovcnln»o:

centres (hardly anyone lives
out here.) At the end of the
sonth we’ll be visiting the

Cominco concentrator and fert-
ilizer plant here 1in town.
Cominco may be closing its
operations here in the next 10
to 20 years and one of our
jobs will be to make sure they
clean up their aess.

the
Wild-

In January we had
public aseetings of the

erness Advisory Comaittee. We
subeitted both written and
verbal briefs after consider-
ing a boycott. In our briefs
we told thea that wilderness
was imsportant, there should be
aore protected aresas and the
coamittee’s teras of refer-
ence, aakeup, and time fraame
were a sham . Our brief was
endorsed by a whole bunch of
local wildlife, trapper,
nordic skiing, guide ocutfitter
groups and we’re bhaving a
aseting with all of thea April
19th to msaintain the solidar-

iative. ity of the W.A.C. catalysed.
9. Establish a network We are continuing to
of local contacts with various gaintain a representative on a
groups. (Wildlife, Watershed | ;oint coamittee that is aon-
Protection, Disarsament etc.) itoring the logging of a burnt
section of our aunicipal
10. Try to ¢ind out more uwatershed. A aeajor forest
about a Provincial parks pro- l¢ire last suaaer almost
posal to establish new saall [reached the town and the : need
high-use parks at the expense fto remove the dead but, not
of wilderness areas  which jpadly burnt tieber before it
would be opened up for &E<lnuntrlﬂwl again aeant logging
opaent. wninid ¢ake nlace. Thev appear

J:l<l formed a comaittee to co-

Tﬂﬁ»:ln‘ works in the

Kimber~
ley Wildlife Sanctua. This {is
IS300 acres of forested land
mithin the city liamits that
T-l recognized in an agree-

ent between SEPEC and Coainco

n the 1970°s and is now part
nf the Kiaberley Master Plan.
City council recently gave our

omajittee the go ahead to do
some long range planning for
the area and we are developing
a trail guide, ‘making and
11mnnn:a trail signs and hope-
.ﬁ:n~< this suseser will be

eveloping a natural history
rograa with a strong
nvironaental protection slant
to it that we’ll run out of
the city’s caapground. We’ve
also applied for some
Challenge 86 Federal Student
employaent grants to clean up
rails etc.

1C

WEST VANCOUVER SPEC
REPORT FOR 1983
" PROJECTIONS FOR 1986

The West Vancouver Branc!t

0_
Winter Report: to be trying to be careful but
It’s been an {interesting [®0dern clear-cut logging is
winter and spring here. In |[®xtremsely aessy at best and
December we held a specialthe City of Kiaberley and
meseting and invited three [Ministry of the Environaent
officials froa the Waste |2ve saspling the water weekly.
Manageaent Branch of the B.C.
Departaent of Environament to With spring here and —
speak and answer questions. [Susser caaing several of us

MAPLE RIDGE SPEC
REPORT FOR 1985
A

This branch has been rel-
atively quiet through 1985,
but is still alive and kick-
ing. Recycling bhas been the
major concerns; and there are
plans afoot for 1986 Environ-
ment Week to take a teaching
kit to the schools in Maple
Ridge regarding recycling and
hazardous amaterials in the
household. For weore infor-
mation contact Julie Cohen:

467-6280

2

SPEC VANCOUVER 1S8LAND
REPORT FOR 1985

On Vancouver Island there
are soame of us who continue to
operate under the naae of
SPEC. The activities have
been lisited to Meares Island
support and sponsoring a grant
for research on renewable
energy.

worked for
months to pr.oduce a
report called “Renewable
Energy, the Potential for the
Regional District of Nanaimo".
The project forasally ended
early in Septeaber, but was
actually finished by volun-
teers. It is 130 pages long,
and covers all feasible energy
sources, including the brand
new ACOS process which aay
soon revolutionize ethanol
production.

Five people
five

From this 1large infor-
mation base a comaercial ven-

ture is being piranned, foir
energy consulting and insul-
ation work. Now the acute
state of the wilderness issue

is proapting a renewed inter-
est in organising a graup in
Nanaimo, but we will have to

see what develops.

The report (which applies
the whole Pacific North-
is available from SPEC
Vancouver Island for 10 or a
aeabership. Please call or
write for more information:

to
west)

PO Box 132
Nanaimso B.C.

V9R 5SK4

753-3070 Hendrick
753-5580 Jack

-

has continued to be active or
the Municipal Task Force Com-
sittee. A resolution is going
to Council setting the goal of
a 30X reduction in the wasts
stream. One possibility is tc
tackle the organic coaponent.
Two students were hired last
sumsmer to sake an inventory of

the waste stream froa repre-
sentative commsercial anc
industrial businesses and tc
look into the feasibility of
Waste Exchange (they recoa-
mended more recycling). The
task was too big for the
nuaber of man4{hours funded anc
we were left with the job of
analysing their findings anc
writing a report. Due to the
dedicated efforts of Morric
Carley, this has now been com-
pleted and copies of the
report have been sent to the
6VRD, Provincial and Federal
Departments of the Environ-
ment, RCBC, SPEC Central and a

nuaber of other bodies.

-Two m@members are working on a
four~color West Van Recycling
Directory Card Insert to go in
with the Tax Notices.

—0ther aeabers have foramed a
committee to press for the
banning of backyard burning of
garden refuse and to coae up
with practical, acceptable
alternatives.

-0Others are working on an
entry for this years parade.
The theae in West Vancouver is
Mheels and we will probably do
a variant of Uni-cycle, Bi-—
cycle, Tri-cycle, Re-cycle.

For more information contact:
Ann Ferris : 921-795Q
Dave Daviés: 922-8089
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The GVRD Waste Management Plan

—~ the Solution to our Garbage
Probleas?

. w4

In Noveamber 1983 the Greater
Vancouver Regional District
{GVRD) approved a solid waste
manageament plan for the
Greater Vancouver Regional

District. The approval was
the culmination of six amonths?
of intensive negotiations
amongst a committee of mayors
and aldermen after the release
of the concept plan proposed
in the Lower Mainland Refuse
Project. What has been the
reaction of the publirc inter-
est groups to the Noveaber

waste management plan? To be
fair, the committee of aayors
had a daunting task in reach-

ing an agreement about the
form of the plan. Each mayor
had the interests of his own
caonstituents to take into
account as well as the welfare
of the region as a whole. No-
one would want to risk one’s
political future by substant-
ially increasing tax costs for
refuse disposal or agreeing to
\one’s municipality becoaing
the host for a waste disposal
facility. However compromises
had to be made. It is many o¥f
these compromises and the
process through which the coa-
promi1ses were made that has
been cause for public concern.

In essence a number of ele-

ments of the Lower Mainland
Refuse Plan have been adopted
into the new plan. The es-
sential elements of the plan
are: construction of an in-
cinerator at the Belkin site
on Annacis Island, continued
use -of Burns Bog, a Resource
Recaovery Plant on the closed
Coquitlam Landfill Site, a
recavery facility for office
waste on Main Street, claosure

of the notorious Preamier Land-
£ill site for unconsolidated
refuse but continued use of
this site for baled refusa

11

until incingrator  comes on
stream, and increased recyc-
ling. Where are the probleas?

1. Process

The public interest’ group

had been consulted to the
point of the Lower Mainland
Refuse Project concept plan.

Then public consultation lap-
sed except for a 1local open
house dealing with the Burnaby
incinerator. The public in-

terest groups were given no
open forum to discuss and
express their concerns about
the new plan. There were
certain elements in this new

plan which were different; and
if our governament and munici-
palities subscribe to the
hotion of open public consul-
tation, then a public forum
about these differences would
be necessary.

e Expansion to the

One of the compromises the

municipalities made, to have
access to Burns Bog - if only
for incinerator residues - was

to attempt to reduce their own
wastes with-in the municipal-
ities - a laudable strategy.
The wastes of New Westminster,
Surrey, Coquitlam and Burnaby
are ultimately targeted for
the Burnaby incinerator. How-
ever in the interim these
wastes are to go to an

expanded landfill at the Port
Mann site in Surrey. Natur-
ally Surrey 1mmwnm:nm; expres-—
sed concern about expanding
the Port Mann site. Already
the Municipality has been

taken to court for allowing
toxic leachates to escape froms
the site to the Fraser River.
The Budget for upgrading the

site has allegedly already
been spent on upgrading the.
leachate « control system.

Surrey residents question the

need for the expansion pe

and see an expanded landfill
as becoaing a persanent €fix-
ture: “The Eastern Landfill
that the G6VRD bhas. always
wanted®”
ary mseasure.

mn.memcwavcxmmmwmmnmmmn

While Burnaby council voted
against doubling the capacity
of the incinerator, the HMavyor
of Burnaby supported the
doubling. (Citizen opposition
in Burnaby to the expansion
now seeas to have waned.)
Initially the public groups
felt that a small pilot incin-
erator with the best eaission
controls be built. Here its
actual performance under local
conditions could be monitored.
It was felt that keeping the
incinerator small would ein-
imize any probleas. Perhaps
expanded capacity m=say not
create the problems projected
but if it does, then the mag-
nitude of these probleas will
increase. A public forua with
incinerator and air quality

experts aight have helped to
allay or confirm public and
council concerns . about the

wisdom of expansion.

4. The Selection Process for

During the process of the
Lower Mainland Refuse Project

there was the opportunity to
review costs and benefits of
various incinerator systeas.

The decision of what type of
recovery plant to use was made
by the mayor’s coamittee. The
public wase not given any
opportunity to. review the
systeas tendered for consider-
ation not to suggest alterna-
‘tive systeas. What assurances
have we that the most cost
effective and environaentally
sound msethod has been chosen?

rather than a teaspor=-.

‘tain

‘wmaste
seriously
‘need

.gressed in w’h

$: Ihe Bhilosophy of the Plan

While the plan is to be
coasended for  eaphasizing
naste reduction, resource

recovery, and recycling, there
still .seeas to be the desire
to pursue landfill sites out-
side -‘the region or in the
eastern part of the region.
Public interest groups asain-
that if a recycling,
reduction strategy was
persued, then the
for an eastern landfill
is questionable. The pursuit
of landfills seemas to indicate
that the 6VRD has not _pro-
approach to
waste management.

6. Budget

Individuals researching the
implications of the plan feel
that its real costs especially
those of =2nvironmental miti-
gation have been considerably
understated. Such individuals
feel that the real costs of
the plan should be realisti-
cally stated to the public.

Public interest in refuse

management issues appears to
be at an all time low. Have
we been worn out by the par-
ticipation process? Or does
it mean we are satisfied with

the work of the GVRD?

Evelyn Feller




gpring 1986 at Vancouver's

City Farmser

A few, sunny, waras davys
coming any time after the New
Year convince many Vancouver
gardeners that spring has
arrived. But spring here
means the possibility of snow

in February, light frost in
March, and weeks of rain in
April and May. \

Regardless of these grey
facts, head gardeners Cather-
ine Shapiro and Chris Ferris
began seeding lettuce inside
the Demonstration Garden’s
solar greenhouse on February
sth this year. "Prizehead”,
“Bibb", and “Ruby® lettuce
planted in soil-filled milk
cartons officially opened the
f§ifth season of research and
education on urban agriculture
at the Energy Centre.

On February 26th the
‘gardeners dared to plant cold
hardy Asian greens outside in

the rich soil of their well-
cultivated raised beds. “Wong
Bak*®, "Pak Choi", “"Nozaki

Early®, and mixed mustard were
seet2d and carefully covered
with plastic to warm the soil.
Once the seeds sprouted and
broke through the earth, the

plastic was raised by means of
wire hoops to form cloches.

These were the beginnings
of what became anrn orgy of
vwlanting. . At this writing,
now the third week in April,
visitors will see a greenhouse
full of hundreds of seedlings,
and outside, raised beds dense
with mature greens still
protected by either plastic or
Reeaay, a spun-bonded poly-
ester fabric.

Many of the lettuces and
Asian greens are now ready to
be harvested for both salads
and stir fry, which proves
that the wise Vancouver gar-
dener who knows the correct
horticultural techiques can
get a real headstart on the
rest of the country who won’t
be busy in their vyards
May.

Every Wednesday of the
vyear from 9am till noon the
public is invited to come to
the Demo-Garden, take part in
the work under the direction
of Catherine and Chris, and
learn the simple yet effective
methods of growing a good deal
of nutritious food in small
areas.

AY

The garden’s work reaches
thousands of people via the
attention given to it by the
media. Also, research
ducted at the garden is print-
ed in various forms by the

till

con- -
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garden staff.
the January/February

For example, 1n
1986

issue of Harrowsmith Cather-
ine’s appraisal of *Blondy"”
okra, a new variety, was
reported. In ° the coming

article by this writer on
Reemay, a valuable insect
screen and cloche used in the
garden, will be printed.

Through 1986 a series of
information sheets will be
produced at the Desonstration
Food Garden on such subjects
as “"winter gardening®“, “cloch-
es" and “non-poisonous pest
control®. A generous donation

from the Vancouver Foundation
is contributing to this
project.

If vyou think it’s still
too early te begin vyour
garden, the following list of
crops now growing at the Food

Garden will tell you how wrong
vyou are: Tomatoes—"Sprinter®,
“Early 6irl*”, "Early Cascade”,
*6lacier®”, *Siberia”, "Oregon
2%, "Ropreco”, *Kootenay”,

*“Tiny Tim". ® Onion-"Ring
Master®, “Autuan Spice”,
*South Port Red 6Globe®. Leek-

“Alaska”. Cucumber—"Sweet

Slice". m:l301.wn:wm=||nﬂoor
Neck®, “Zuchini”. Pepper-—
“Green Bell®™, “Sure Fire".

Globe Artichoke. Strawberries.

Rhubard. Raspberries. Cur-
rants. Gooseberries. Tay—
berries. Broccoli-—-"All Sea-—
son", "Romanesco”, “"Early
White Pearl®™, “Spiral Point".
Cauliflower—"Snow Giant*®.
Shallots. Peas—"Rembrant®,
“Sugar Anne”. Chives. Pot-—
atoes. Radishes. Garlic.
Beets—"Little® Ball"™. Red
Grach. Spinach—"Bloomsdale
Long Standing”, "King of

Denmark®, “Melody®". Lettuce-
“Butter Crunch®", "Salad Bowl",
"Red Gails".
Jersey Wakefield". Parsley—
“Italian”, "Curly”, "Mitsuba".

Cabbage-"Early
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{Ruth MacDonald
{Kathleen Kulpus
{Ingrid Butters

Eu.cutfvo Director
Bookkeeper
Receptionist/Cosputer Operator

A ]

Alice Coppard
sCathy Fox
tEvelyn Feller
1Cli ff Stainsby

President

{Jay Lewis - Treasurer
iporthy Caddell — Secretary
tRuth MacDonald - Executive

Memsber at
Member at
Member at

stBrian Sagar

iLen Greenall
-Adrienne Peacock
iporthy Beach
tJulie Cohen
ianne Ferris
spave Davies

Volunteers

Chris Neilsan
tCarale Neilson
tMark Evans
iCeciie Helton
iChristine Monford
‘{Ni ko Kazobolidiz
tAngela Dodwel
itouise Ward—-Whate

FINAL NOTE

In one month, SPEC will
have a new board of directors.
We expect to see soae new
people and fresh ideas come on
line. Please consider vyour
own interest in sitting on the
board, chairing a committee,
or volunteering some hours.
e are an organization of msany
faces and one aim: to promote

a healthy environment for all
living things...and though
this is no easy task in
today’s world, we are wmoving
towards our goal. , Together,
all concerned will make the
journey.

If vyou are interested in
getting more invaived, attend

the Annual General Meeting -
May 31, 1986 - or give Cathy
Fox, SPEC President a call at

942-8478

BOARD MEMBERS
Honourary President

1iat Vice President
2nd Vice President

Director
L.arge

Large

Large

New Westminister SPEC
Maple Ridge SPEC

West Vancouver SPEC
West Vancouver SPEC

F

SPECIAL THANKS...

Yo Carol Fader, our fund-

aiser, who has decided to go
n to other ventures: Thanrnks
for all vaur good energy and
enthusiam.

To Niko Kozobolidiz, for
organizing the SPEC Fila Event
at the Ridge Theatre feat-
uring "This Borrowed Land" and
“Never Cry Wolf". With Niko’s

dedication we broke even and
made a wee profit...next timse
we’ll plan further ahead. And

thanks too
of organizing
Vancouver Tour.

for your long hours
Des Wilson’s

To the SPEC Depot cleanup

crews and all who joined in:
John and Cathy Fox, Susie
Coul ter, Gwen White, Valerie
Hedben, Barb Allerburn,
Lorenzo Bouchard, Chris
Neilson, Christine Bergsaa,
Loyd Henshaw, Emamie Hong
Leung, Richard Bergan, Dim,

Maria...there’s probably more.

To Ed Witzke for being at
the end of a phone line when
we need hia, for energy calls
and broken furnaces.




